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SUBJECT: PERUVIAN DESIRE TO BUY HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS 
REF: LIMA 3360 

1. THE BUREAU IS CONTINUING ITS REVIEW OF REGIONAL 
MILITARY AIRCRAFT TRANSFER POLICY, THE FINAL RESULTS 
OF WHICH ARE EXPECTED BY MID-SUMMER. ALTHOUGH WE DO 
NOT WISH TO PREJUDGE THE RESULTS OF THIS REVIEW WITH 
RESPECT TO AH 1J COBRA HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS, OUR 
PRELIMINARY THINKING IN THIS REGARD IS THAT THE CURRENT 
SALES BAN POLICY ON ATTACK HELICOPTERS IN THE 
HEMISPHERE WILL IN ALL LIKELIHOOD BE CONTINUED FOR 
THE FOLLOWING REASONS: 

A. BECAUSE OF THE ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY CONTAINED 
IN THE AH-1 J. THE SALE OF THE COBRA ATTACK HELICOPTER 
FOR CREDIT IS PROHIBITED UNDER SECTION 4 OF THE FOREIGN 
MILITARY SALES ACT (CONTE-LONG AMENDMENT) UNLESS THE 
PRESIDENT DETERMINES THAT SUCH FINANCING IS IMPORTANT 
TO THE U.S. NATIONAL SECURITY AND REPORTS SUCH 
DETERMINATION TO THE CONGRESS. WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE 
DIFFICULT TO CONVINCE CONGRESS THAT U.S. SECURITY 
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ATTACK HELICOPTERS TO LATIN AMERICA. 

B. THERE ARE CURRENTLY NO EQUIVALENT ROTARY WING 
AIRCRAFT IN THE HEMISPHERE. THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 
SOPHISTICATED AND COSTLY COBRA GUNSHIP IN THE REGION 
WOULD CLEARLY REPRESENT A SIGNIFICANT ESCALATION IN THE 
OFFENSIVE CAPABILITY OF THE ACQUIRING COUNTRY AND WOULD 
IN ALL LIKELIHOOD STIMULATE THE DESIRE FOR OTHER 
COUNTRIES IN THE AREA TO MAKE SIMILAR PURCHASES. 

C. CONGRESSIONAL REACTION TO THE SALE OF ATTACK 
HELICOPTERS IN LATIN AMERICA, PARTICULARLY FROM CERTAIN 
OF THE NEWER CONGRESSMEN, IS LIKELY TO BE STRONGLY 
NEGATIVE, AND WILL POSSIBLY HAVE AN ADVERSE SPILLOVER 
EFFECT ON OUR OVERALL SECURITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS AND 
MILITARY SALES IN THE HEMISPHERE. 

D. WITH RESPECT TO SALE OFTHE AH- II TO PERU 
SPECIFICALLY, OUR CREDIBILITY WITH CONGRESS WOULD 
SERIOUSLY BE BROUGHT INTO QUESTION FOLLOWING OUR INTENSE 
EFFORTS LAST YEAR TO PERSUADE CONGRESS TO SUPPORT AN 
ARMS PACKAGE FOR CHILE IN LIGHT OF THE POTENTIAL FOR 
CONFLICT BETWEEN CHILE AND PERU ENGENDERED BY THE 
OVERWHELMING ARMS SUPERIORITY ENIOYED BY THE LATTER. 

2. FOR THE ABOVE REASONS, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT OUR 
REGIONAL AIRCRAFT TRANSFER POLICY REVIEW WILL CONCLUDE 
THAT WE SHOULD REVERSE OUR POLICY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE SALE OF THE HUEY COBRA. KISSINGER 
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